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A Study on the Family Situation of Sterilized Homemakers

College of Home Economics Ewha Womanns University

Chi Wha, Kim

A study was carried out for the evaluation on family situation of 900 homemakers
those who had received tubal sterilization operation (laparoscopic and minilaparotomy) at
family planning clinic, Seoul Red Cross Hospital from October 1974 to September 1977.

The results obtained are as follows:

1) In age distribution, predominant age group consisted of these 31~35 years frequency
of 43.2% and average age was 33.3 years.

2) Educational level showed that homemakers who finished primary school accounted
for 37.3% of the total and those having middle school education comprised 28.7%, and
24.3% of them were high school graduates, 8.3% of them were college graduates.

On the other hand, husband’s education level showed that, 37.6% of them were high
school graduates, 20.7% were college graduates and 19.9% were middle school graduates,
therefor, educational level of husbands was one step higher than wives.

3) In the gravidity at the tuba] sterilization, the highest incidence (18.4%) among 853
cases was the group of gravida 5, and 16.2% gravida 4, and the gravidity ranged 1~23.
Average gravidity of clients was 6. Q.

4) Among the total number of 900 clients, 778cases (91.3%) had no experience of spon-
tanous abortion, history of 1 abortion in 5.9%, 2 abortions in 1.8%, and it showed the
decresed incidence of spontanous abortion recently. Average was 0. 15.

As regarding induced abortion, in spite of only 142 homemakers (16.7%) had no history
of induced abortion, 20.5% had experienced 1 induced abortion before sterilization, 17.7%
had 2 induced abortions, 14.6% had 3 abortions, 10.3% had 4 abortions, and 0.2% (2
cases) had over 20 abortions. Average was 2.7.

5) In regarding to the number of living children, the greatest number (45.0%) of
clients had 3 children, and 26.5% 2 children, 19.7% 4 children. Average number of their
living children was 3. 03.

6) Sex ratio of living children, among 18 clients those had 1 child, 17 homemakers had
1 boy and no girl, 1 homemaker had no boy and 1 girl only. Sex ratio showed that woman
who had 2 boys and no girl accounted for 46.3%, however, those having no boy and 2 girls



ocmprised only 1.8% among 229 clients who had 2 children.

Among 389 clients who had 3 children, in spite of woman who had 3 boys and no girl

comprised 16,5%, but no boy and 3 girls only 1.5%.

Among 170 clients who had 4

children, homemakers with 4 boys and no girl accounted for 4.1%, however, no boy and

4 girls 1.8% of the total.

Among 52 clients, who had 5 children, woman with 5 boys and no gir! comprised 3. 9%,

no boy and 5 girls 0%.

Among 7 cases who had 6 children, there were 3 cases who had 3 boys and 3
only 1 cases had 1 boy and 5 girls and so on.

3 girls, but

These results showed a strong trend of male preference in Korea and this could be one

of the inhibit factors for family planning.
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Table 1. Age distribution
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Age Cases %
Z0~z5 17 L9
26~30 216 24.0
31~35 389 43.2
36~40 250 27.8
41~45 28 3.1
Total 900 100. 0

a

Average: 33.5
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Table 2. Education (wife)

Table 4. Number of Pregnancy

Eduation No. l % No. of preg. No. %
none 12 f L3 1 3 0.4
primary school 336 ] 37.3 2 35 4.1
Middle school 258 i 28.7 3 113 13.3
High school 219 ] 24.3 4 138 16.2
College, univ. 75 8.3 5 157 18.4

Total 900 ‘ 99,9 6 108 12.7
7 89 10.4
) 8 72 8.4
Table 3. Education (Husband) 9 46 5.4
Education No. % 10 3l 3.6
11 20 2.3
none 3 0.3 12 3 L5
primary school 113 12.6 13 12 L4
M.lddle school 179 19.9 14 5 0.6
High schoo? 338 37.6 15 3 0.4
College, univ. 267 29.7 16 1 0.1
Total 900 100.0 17 2 0.2
18 3 0.4
0.32 91}, 22 1 0.1
(3) EEEK - : o
Total 853 100.0
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Table 5. Incidence of Spontanous Abortion

Spont. Abort. No. %
0 778 91. 3
1 50 5.9
2 15 1.8
3 2 0.2
4 2 0.2
5 1 0.1
6 1 0.1
7 2 0.2
10~ 1 0.1
Total | 852 99.9
Averge: 0.15
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Table 6. Incidence of Induced Abortion

Induced Abort. No. 9
0 142 16.7

1 175 20.5

2 151 17.7

3 124 14.6

4 88 10.3

5 65 7.6

6 40 4.7

7 24 2,8

8 16 1.9

9 3 0.4

10 14 16

1 2 0.2

12 2 0.2

13 1 0.1

15 3 0.4

20 2 0.2
Total | 852 99. 9

Average: 2.79
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Table 7. Number of Living Children

No. of child Case %
1 18 2.1
2 229 26.5
3 389 45
4 170 19.7
5 52 6.0
6 7 0.8
Total 865 - 100.1

Average: 3.03
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Table 8. Sex Ratio of one Living Child

Sex Ratio 3 1 3 0
of Total
Children ? 0 £ 1
No 17 1 18
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Table 9. Sex Ratio of 2 Living Children
Sex Ratio of 2 living children l Total
SexRatio| & 2| & 113 0
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No 106 119 4 229
% 46.3 52 L8 | 1001
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Table 10. Sex Ratio of 3 Living Children

Sex Ratio of3 Living Children Total
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No 64

Sex Ratio

| 2.4 ' 95 6. | 389

% 16.5 57.6 24.4 1.5 100
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Table 11. Sex Ratio of 4 Livixig Children

Sex Ratio of 4 Living Children ]Total
Sex_ T 418 3185 2|18 1,8 0
Ratio | o glo 119 219 3|2 4
No R ] 36 3 \ 170

% 41| 218 5.2 21.2{ 1.8 100
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Table 12. Sex Ratio of 5 Living Children

Sex Ratio of 5 Living Children ‘Total
sex 85|84 S2|81180
Ratio | 2 0|2 1|22(23{24|25
No|.2| 6| |2z|u| ol s
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Table 13. Sex Ratio of 6 Living Children
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